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Happy snowy December members!!

We have been working hard on getting the trails ready to ride and hopefully we will be able to get on
them soon! With that being said, the park and ride area by Taco Bell & Best Western Hotel has been
rerouted due to the new County Shop being relocated and is now ready to go! Please look at the
diagram below on where to park and where the trail corridor now goes. Thank you to all who made
this possible so we did not lose such a main artery into town.



*New route going in front of the Best Western Hotel.



Now that we are starting a new season of riding, here are some snowmobiling refreshers for you! &

Always, safety first!!

SIX SNOWMOBILE SAFETY TIPS FOR BEGINNERS AND PROS

Snowmobiling is one of the most recreational winter activities that Wisconsin offers. The trails
are beautiful, and snowmobiles are a useful means of transportation for other cold weather pursuits, like ice
fishing. Whether you are an experienced rider or new to this fun pastime, safety is key to having the best ride possible.

BEFORE HITTING THE TRAILS, CONSIDER THESE SIX SNOWMOBILE SAFETY TIPS:

1. Drive sober — Alcohol is a leading contributor to snowmobiling deaths in Wisconsin according to
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Even small amounts of alcohol can worsen perception,
reaction time and judgement. The best way to avoid an alcohol-related crash is to be 100% alcohol-free until
you are done snowmobiling for the day.

2. Stick to the speed limit— Obeying speed limit signs will help ensure you don’t overdrive or put yourself and
others at risk. If you're unsure of the speed limit in an area, drive slow enough to see an object in time to
avoid a collision. This speed will differ given trail conditions, weather and the number of other riders around
you. Don’t be shy about asking other snowmobilers or DNR wardens about the proper speed for a trail or
area as well.

3. Follow trail markings— Snowmobile trail signs help regulate the flow of traffic and alert drivers of potential
hazards and crossings. Common signs include orange diamonds, which indicate a designated snowmobile
trail, stop signs, stop ahead, slow, hazard and directional arrows. In addition to minding signage, when
snowmobiling in unfamiliar surroundings be sure to ride with people who know the area. It's fun to
snowmobile with others, and safer.

4. Dress appropriately— As with every winter activity, it's important to dress for the elements. Snow, ice, wind
and extreme cold make snowmobiling a particularly hazardous sport. To make sure your wardrobe is
properly equipped, let’s start from the top down:

o Helmet: Always, always wear a helmet even if your destination is just next door. In
addition to protecting, you from head trauma, helmets also combat the increased wind,
cold and moisture. In addition to your helmet’s visor or face shield, UV-protected goggles
or sunglasses can help protect you from snow blindness, which occurs when the sun hits
the snow and creates an extreme glare.

e Snowmobile suit: For frequent riders, snowmobile suits can be a smart investment.
These suits are made of high-quality fabrics and are often water and wind proof. For those
who plan to drive on ice, consider a buoyant snowmobile suit and carry a set of picks for
added protection just in case you fall through.

e Clothing: If you prefer to wear street clothes instead of a snowmobile suit, make sure your
outer clothing has a reflective trim on the arms and back so others can see you at night
and in poor weather. Wearing layers is crucial to preventing frostbite and hypothermia and
will keep you most comfortable. Go with fabrics that release moisture and retain heat, like
polypropylene and thermal layers, not cottons.

e Mittens/gloves: Mittens tend to be warmer than gloves, but gloves offer more dexterity.
Whichever you choose—before getting on the sled, check that they fit properly and that
the lining is in good shape.

e Boots: The best boots for snowmobiling are waterproof, tall enough to repel snow from
your ankles and feet, and have removable liners. Make sure your feet (with socks on) fit
loosely within your boots for good circulation, which can help prevent frostbite.



5. Prepare for breakdowns — In Wisconsin, snowmobile trails can lead to some remote areas, so it's wise
to be prepared for the worst—case scenario—a breakdown or accident. Take a page from boater safety and
leave a “snow plan” with family or friends. This should include a description of your machine, planned route
and estimated arrival time so if something goes awry, a search party can be organized quickly. It is also
smart to carry an emergency kit, especially on long rides, that includes extra clothing, socks, gloves
or mitts, spark plugs, toolkit, tow rope, pry bar, and wrenches, nuts and bolts sized for your sled. Carrying a
cell phone with GPS location on is always a good idea, but remember, the signal may be affected by poor
service or prolonged exposure to cold or moisture.

6. Keep your sled in mint condition— Regular maintenance will lower your chances of breakdown. To keep
your sled in top shape, refer to your owner’s manual, the dealer you purchased the sled from and/or local
snowmobile clubs or associations.

Speaking of Safety, here is a picture of our graduates from our 2022 Snowmobile Safety
Class that was held at Gateway Powersports in Baraboo Thank you for the use of your
facilities, it is greatly appreciated! A BIG Thank You to our instructors, Randy Benson and

Tim Seiler! Great job everyone! @

2023 CLUB RIDE SCHEDULED!!

Remember, we have dates set for our club ride for next year!! It will be in Phillips, WI on February 3-
5%, 2023. Call soon and book your room at the Super 8 in Phillips, WI. The number is (715) 339-
2898. If you have any questions, please contact Steve Senger at (608) 381-4851.




KEEP SELLING THOSE RAFFLE TICKETS!!

If you need more or would like to buy some, please contact a club member at
boo.river.runners@gmail.com

This is our biggest fundraiser! They already had to print more tickets!

Have a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! See you all in 2023!!

Please thank our sponsors by supporting them even in our off season!
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